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administration of a land revenue system was concerned. There was, in fact, no one revenue system. Every province liad its own variety of systems, differing from each other according to the manner in which the geographical affected the political position of the country in which they prevailed. Such systems, again, varied according to local usage and the state of civilization and agricultural skill to which the inhabitants of each locality had attained. In parts of the country, within comparatively easy striking distance of the armed forces of the de facto Government, matters assumed a certain degree of regularity. There the land revenue might be levied according to some method prescribed by the ruling power. It was, however, not only too expensive a matter to keep up large standing armies for the collection of revenue at a distance from head-quarters, but its levy by such, means was only practicable at certain seasons of the year, when the crops forming the source from which payment could be derived were available for the purpose. At other seasons, accordingly, the maintenance of such forces would have served no practical end. They were only made use of in parts of the country which were not within such easy striking distance in the annual or periodical manner adopted by the Mahrattas in their mulJc-gir-i (literally " country-seizing") expeditions into the peninsula of Kathiavud (Kattywar). There was no power of combination among the numerous petty chiefs to enable them to join their forces and resist tbe tax-gathering army. Consequently, each head of an estate, which might consist of a single village or circle of villages, would make the best terms for himself that he could, either by the display of some kind of armed opposition, or by address, or bribery, or any other device, and the army would pass on to its next victim, leaving the one settled with to come to terms with his own shareholders or tenants according to tlieir own local customs. Such a method of collecting revenue, barring the occasional burning of a particularly refractory village, or the slaughter of a few villagers, would not leave much serious mischief behind it, for, during the rest of the year, the country would be left to itself to recover. The chief would understand his interest too well to press too hardly upon his own people to enable him to pay up the demands
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